
ROMANS 1:16-17 ‒ GOSPEL PRIDE!
INTRODUCTION

1. Gentiles are unrighteous; their consciences tell them so.
2. Jews are unrighteous; they keep breaking God’s law.

• 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
3. Everyone is unrighteous; only God is righteous; that is his glory.
4. Abraham became righteous through trusting God. 4v3
5. We can only become righteous, through the Lord Jesus Christ.
6. When we become Christians, we also become slaves to righteousness. 6v18
7. We cannot behave righteously without God’s Holy Spirit. 7v6
8. With the Holy Spirit, we are enabled to live righteously. 8v4
9-11. The Jews tried to substitute their own righteousness for God’s 
(and failed). 10v3
12-16. How to live righteously in practice.

I. WHY BE ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL? 16

Paul gives us 3 big reasons not to be ashamed of the gospel:-

II. (REASON #1) NOT JUST WORDS BUT DIVINE POWER 16 
• 1 Thessalonians 1:5 … our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power 

and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.

III. (REASON #2) GOD’S RIGHTEOUS REPUTATION IS ON THE LINE 17A

• Romans 1:17a For in it the [or, a] righteousness of [or, from] God is revealed ...
• Romans 3:22-24 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. ... 23 ..., 24 and are justified by his grace as a 
gift, ESV (OR, more clearly)

• Romans 3:22-24 This righteousness is given through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe ... NIV

• Romans 3:24-25 ... Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put 
forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received 
by faith. This was to show God's righteousness …

IV. (REASON #3) NOT IMPOSSIBLE DIY SALVATION, BUT BY FAITH 17B

• Matthew 11:30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

CONCLUSION
Be rightly proud, confident & excited about the gospel of righteousness.
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