
PSALM 70 ‒ DID WEXFORD REALLY PRAY? ESV

INTRODUCTION

I. URGENT! 1,5

Psalm 40:13-17 ESV (53 HEBREW WORDS) Psalm 70 (20% SHORTER IN HEBREW)
13 Be pleased, O LORD[=YAHWEH], to deliver me!
    O LORD, make haste to help me!

1 Make haste, O God[=Elohim], to 
deliver me!
    O LORD, make haste to help me!

14 Let those be put to shame and disappointed 
altogether who seek to snatch away my life;
let those be turned back and brought to dishonour
    who delight in my hurt!

2 Let them be put to shame and 
confusion who seek my life!
Let them be turned back and brought to 
dishonour who delight in my hurt!

15 Let those be appalled because of their shame
    who say to me, “Aha, Aha!”

3 Let them turn back because of their 
shame who say, “Aha, Aha!”

16 But may all who seek you
    rejoice and be glad in you;
may those who love your salvation
    say continually, “Great is the LORD!”

4 May all who seek you
    rejoice and be glad in you!
May those who love your salvation
    say evermore, “God is great!”

17 As for me, I am poor and needy,
    but the Lord[=Adonai] takes thought for me.
You are my help and my deliverer;
    do not delay, O my God!

5 But I am poor and needy;
    hasten to me, O God!
You are my help and my deliverer;
    O LORD, do not delay!

II. POLARISED 1-5

III. CRUCIFORM 2-4

• Mark 15:31 So also the chief priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, 
saying, “He saved others; he cannot save himself.

• Hebrews 5:7 … Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and 
tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard …

• Acts 2:36 “Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made 
him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

IV. THEO-CENTRIC 4

CONCLUSION
1. Our prayers, esp. if for God’s glory, should be urgent!
2. Our prayers should reflect reality, with a clear them & us polarisation behind them.
3. Our prayers should be cruciform, turning shame into glory, shaming those who jeer.
4. Our prayers should always be aimed at bringing glory to God.
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