
NUMBERS 5-6 ‒ THE NAZIRITE: FROM CURSES TO BLESSING ESV

INTRODUCTION 5-6

LOGIC OF NUMBERS 5-6

Numbers 5-6 I. Social as-
pects

II. Sins and 
curses?

III. Us,
Now?

5:1-4
Uninten-
tional sym-
bolic sins

Disease con-
trol

Sin defiles the peo-
ple.

We too sin uninten-
tionally (as well as in-
tentionally).

5:5-10
Restitution 
for social 
sins

Satisfaction & 
peace & 20% 
disincentive!

Sin leaves a guilt-
debt that must be 
paid to man & God.

Our sins leave a guilt-
debt that must be paid 
somehow.

5:11-31
Uncertain 
sins, esp. 
adultery

Protection for 
wives, justice 
for cuckolds.

Adulteress curses 
herself. Adultery 
symbolises Israel’s 
unfaithfulness to 
God.

We can claim inno-
cence, but often we 
don’t know if we have 
sinned or not.

6:1-21 Nazirite 
vow

Awkward & 
costly!

Nazirite symbolises 
faithfulness to God, 
something Israel 
failed to do.

Jesus not only paid for 
his people’s sins but 
also lived the ultimate 
Nazirite life of 100% 
devotion to God.

6:22-27 Priestly 
blessing

Corporate 
blessing

Blessing even of the 
unfaithful!

It is by repenting, 
trusting & obeying Je-
sus that we get God’s 
blessing on us & ours.

I. SOCIAL ASPECTS? 5-6

II. SINS AND CURSES? 5-6; HEB 10:4

Hebrews 10:4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

III. US, NOW? 5-6; 1 COR 10:11; MAT 6:12

1 Corinthians 10:11 Now these things happened to them as an example, but they 
were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.

CONCLUSION
a) 
b)

c)
d)
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