
1 PETER 5:1-5 ‒ HOW TO PRAY FOR YOUR ELDERS ESV 2026/01/25

INTRODUCTION 5:1

Church leadership in 1 Peter 5 (& generally in the NT)

Elders πρεσβυτέρος 5:1 presbyter Not necessarily ‘old man’, but mature

Overseers πισκοποςἐ 5:21 episkopos Not bishop/master, but as 
shepherds/overseers

Shepherds ποιμήν 5:2 poimēn Not a pope, but under-shepherds

I. SHEPHERD THE FLOCK 5:2A

• John 21 Jesus: “Feed my lambs.” “Tend my sheep.” “Feed my sheep.”
• Acts 6:4 … devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.

II. HAVE GODLY MOTIVATION 5:2B

III. SET A GOOD EXAMPLE 5:3

IV. PLEASE THE CHIEF SHEPHERD 5:4

V. BE GENUINELY HUMBLE 5:5

CONCLUSION
Pray for your elders to be 1 Peter 5 kind of elders.

1 Textual variant, but the same verb/participle is used in Hebrews 12:15.
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