
ISAIAH 63:15-64:12
WHAT’S WRONG WITH THE WORLD?
63:7 down to 64:12 are probably all one prayer (see Mackay, Motyer).

I. RECAP: WE ARE THE FATHER’S UNRULY CHILDREN 
63:7-12

II. GOD IS OUR HEAVENLY FATHER TOO/STILL 63:15-19

• Exodus 4:22 “Thus says the LORD, Israel is my firstborn son,23 ... “Let my son go.”
• John 10:29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one 

is able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. ESV

III. WHY ARE THINGS STILL SO BAD? 64:1-5

John Mackay, EP and Alec Motyer: The right translation is one of regret:
• 64:1 Oh that you [had] [rent=torn] the heavens and come down,

           [so that] the mountains would have shuddered before you— …

2  [that] nations might [have] quake[d] before you!

• 2 Corinthians 7:10 For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation 
without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. ESV

IV. THE ACTUAL PRAYER 64:8-12

Argument #1: Clay/potter
Argument #2: Father/children
Argument #3: God’s glory
• 9ab Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, and remember not [our] iniquity for ever … 

12 Will you [not (in English)] restrain yourself at these things, O LORD?
    Will you keep silent, and afflict us so terribly?
Argument #4: Destruction unthinkable!

CONCLUSION

Chapters 65+66 are the answer to prayer that God promised through Isaiah.
• Hebrews 12:9 … we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we 

respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and 
live? He chastises us for a little while, and for our good. ESV

Pray with help from 700BC.
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