
Introduction to Ecclesiastes

and other ‘wisdom literature’

Don't Do Life the Hard Way

• Take notice of all of Ecclesiastes, including the 
meaningless parts;

• Learning from Solomon, NOT by repeating 
Solomon's experiments;

• Take Ecclesiastes very seriously, because it's 
wisdom from Jesus our Shepherd, the one who 
laid down his life for the sheep.

Main thing: Don't do life the hard way; learn wisdom from Jesus, learn 
wisdom in Ecclesiastes, and indeed from the whole Bible.

X Wrong
Meaningless 1:14 to 2:23 Solomon's experiment with life

Nugget 2:24 to 26 2:26 To the man who pleases him, GOD gives 
wisdom, knowledge and happiness

Meaningless 3:1 to 9 There is a time for everything ...

Nugget 3:10 to 15 Only what God does will last forever.

Meaningless 3:16 to 4:16 Injustice, death, plus a handful of proverbs

Nugget 5:1 to 7 Be quick to listen, slow to speak ...

.....

Meaningless 12v8 Summary of all the meaningless bits

Nugget 12:9 to the end The truly wise conclusion

 Right
Observation 1:14 to 2:23 Solomon's experiment with life

Instruction 2:24 to 26 2:26 To the man who pleases him, GOD gives 
wisdom, knowledge and happiness

Observation 3:1 to 9 There is a time for everything ...

Instruction 3:10 to 15 Only what God does will last forever.

Observation 3:16 to 4:16 Injustice, death, plus a handful of proverbs

Instruction 5:1 to 7 Be quick to listen, slow to speak ...

.....

Observation 12v8 Summary of all the meaningless bits

Instruction 12:9 to the end The truly wise conclusion


